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BABY BLANKET FOR USE WITH 
FRONT -WORN BABY CARRIER 

Cathleen Siok-Syuan Chua 

TECHNICAL FIELD 
[0001] The present invention relates to baby blankets, and 
more particularly to baby blankets adapted for covering 
babies being carried in front-worn baby carriers. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
[0002] One popular way of carrying a baby is to carry the 
baby on the chest using- a front-worn baby carrier. Figure 
1 (Prior Art) is a perspective view of a popular front-worn 
baby carrier 1 called the BABYBJORN Baby Carrier. See, for 
example, U.S. Patent No. 5,490,620, to Bergqvist, assigned 
to Baby Bj.orn AB, of Stocksund, Sweden. ' Baby carrier 1 
includes two padded straps 2 and 3 and a child carrying 
pouch 4. The two straps cross over each other in the 
middle of the back of' the wearer. Strap 2 extends over the 
right shoulder 5 and crosses over to the left side of the 
body behind the back of the wearer, and then extends around 
the left side of the midriff of the wearer, and then 
attaches to the child carrying pouch 4 in the vicinity of 
the stomach of the wearer. Similarly, strap 3 extends over 
the left shoulder 6 and crosses over to the right side of 
the body behind the back of the wearer, and then extends 
around the right side of the midriff of the wearer, and 
then attaches to the child carrying pouch^4 in the vicinity 
of the stomach of the wearer. Baby carrier 1 has arm 
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openings through which the arms of the baby extend, as well 
as~ leg openings through which the legs of the baby extend. 
[0003] Figure 2 (Prior Art) is a perspective view of a baby 
7 being carried in front-worn baby carrier 1. Baby 7 is 
shown in the inward-facing position. The baby's head is 
being supported by the neck rest portion of pouch 4. The 
baby's legs are hanging down through the leg openings, and 
the baby's bottom is being supported by the base of pouch 
4. Although not illustrated here, baby 7 can also be 
carried in an outward-facing position such that the back of 
the baby's head rests on the wearer's chest. The neck-rest 
upper portion of pouch 4 can be folded down so that the 
baby can look out to the front. Although the Baby Bjorn 
type of baby carrier is described here, there are numerous 
other similar types and brands of -front-worn baby carriers 
available on the market today. 

[0004] As is evident from Figure 2, the arms and legs of a 
baby in a front-worn baby carrier extend out from the 
warmth of the pouch. In cool or cold conditions, the 
baby's arms and legs can get cold. Moreover, the top of 
the baby's head is exposed. In very cold weather, the 
insulation provided by the pouch 4 may not be enough even 
for unexposed portions of the baby's body. A small baby 
blanket is therefore desired that can be used to cover the 
baby when the baby is being carried in a front-worn baby 
carrier. 

[0005] One such blanket designed for use with a front-worn 
baby carrier is called the Cozy Topper. This baby blanket 
is available from Mugwumps of Lodi, CA. The blanket is 
basically a fleece sack having a pair of ribbon straps and 
a flap. The sack is kept in place around the baby's body 
by wrapping the ribbon straps around the shoulder straps of 
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the baby carrier. The ribbon straps are secured in place 
using Velcro. The Cozy Topper is loose fitting. The Cozy 
Topper is advertized as providing plenty of room for the 
baby to move around inside the sack, whether the baby is 
facing inward or outward. The top rim of the opening of 
the sack has an elastic member so that the opening 
constricts around the baby. The flap, which extends from 
the front rim of the sack, can be tucked around the baby's 
head or shoulders. To keep the baby's head warm, a 
separate matching fleece hat is provided. 

[0006] A more elegant and more adjustable alternative baby 
blanket for use with a front-worn baby carrier is desired. 

SUMMARY 

[0007] An adjustable baby blanket snuggly covers a baby in 
a front-worn baby carrier. The baby blanket includes a 
pouch portion, a back portion that extends upward from the 
pouch portion and terminates in a hood portion, a left arm 
extension portion that extends to the left from the left 
side of the back portion and pouch portion, and a right arm 
extension that extends to the right from the right side of 
the back portion and pouch portion. The pouch portion has 
an opening. 

[0008] A first mechanism is provided so that the opening of 
the pouch portion can be constricted. This first mechanism 
may, for example, be a drawstring that is provided in a 
channel or guide in the rim of the pouch portion. The 
drawstring, unlike an elastic band, can be adjusted such 
that it does not put continuous constricting pressure on 
the baby. 

[0009] A second mechanism is provided for adjusting the 
depth of the pouch. This second mechanism may, for 
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example, include a first portion and a second portion. The 
first portion is connected to the bottom inside of the 
pouch. The second portion is connected to the rim of the 
pouch portion. To reduce the depth of the pouch, the first 
portion at the bottom of .the pouch can be tied up to the 
second portion such that the bottom of the pouch portion is 
suspended from the rim of the pouch portion. For a small 
baby having short legs, the second mechanism is used to 
reduce the depth of the pouch such that the baby fits 
snuggly in the pouch portion. 

[0010] In use, the second mechanism is used to adjust the 
depth of the pouch to accommodate the size of the baby as 
set forth above. The pouch portion is then slipped up 
around the legs of the baby such that the bottom portion of 
the baby extends into the pouch through the opening. The 
first mechanism is then used to constrict the opening of 
the pouch portion around the baby and baby carrier. The 
left arm extension portion is wrapped around the baby 
carrier such that the left arm extension portion passes to 
the right between the left and right shoulder straps of the 
baby carrier and the wearer. The right arm extension 
portion is wrapped around the baby carrier such that the 
right arm extension portion passes to the left between the 
right and left shoulder straps of the baby carrier and the 
wearer. The ends of the left and right arm extension 
portions are then detachably coupled (for example, tied) 
together at a location on the opposite side of the baby 
carrier with respect to the wearer. The tightness with 
which -the baby is shrouded in the baby blanket is 
controlled by controlling how tight the left and right arm 
extension portions are pulled before being tied together. 
The chest of the baby is not under constant constriction 
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pressure as would be the case if elastic bands were used in 
place of the left and right arm extension portions, yet the 
blanket can be snuggly tied around the baby and baby 
carrier if desired. The degree of tightness is 
controllable by the wearer (for example, a mother or father 
wearing the baby carrier) . The hood portion can be 
extended up so that it covers the head of the baby. The 
hood portion can also be folded down so that the head of 
the baby is exposed. 

[0011] In one advantageous aspect, the bottom sides of the 
left and right arm extension portions extend from the pouch 
portion starting at locations below the rim of the opening 
in the pouch portion. The left and right arm extension 
portions therefore cover or help cover any portions of the 
baby's body (for example, the baby's arms) that might hang 
down below the level of the rim of the pouch portion. The 
left and right arm extension portions also cover or help 
cover any portions of the baby's body (for example, the 
baby's thighs) that might be exposed above the rim of the 
pouch portion. 

[0012] Other embodiments and advantages are described in 
the detailed description below. This summary does not 
purport to define the invention. The invention is defined 
by the claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
[0013] The accompanying drawings, where like numerals 
indicate like components, illustrate embodiments of the 
invention. 

[0014] Figure 1 (Prior Art) is a perspective view of front- 
worn baby carrier. 
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[0015] Figure 2 (Prior Art) is a perspective view showing a 
baby in the front-worn baby carrier of Figure 1. 
[0016] Figure 3 is a front view of the baby blanket in 
accordance with one embodiment of the present invention. 
[0017] Figure 4 is a back view of the baby blanket of 
Figure 3 . 

[0018] Figures 5 and 6 illustrate one example of a 
mechanism for adjusting the depth of the pouch. 
[0019] Figure 7 illustrates how the left and right arm 
extension portions of baby blanket 10 wrap around the baby 
carrier and extend between the baby carrier and the wearer. 
[0020] Figures 8-10 are perspective views showing baby 
blanket 10 in use. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 
[0021] Reference will now be made in detail to some 
embodiments of the invention, examples of which are 
illustrated in the accompanying drawings. 

[0022] Figure 3 is a front view of a baby blanket 10 in . 
accordance with one embodiment of the present invention. 
Baby blanket 10 is made of fleece fabric or similar 
comfortable and protective material and includes a pouch 
portion 11, a back portion 12, a left arm extension portion 
13, and a right arm extension portion 14. Baby blanket 10 
is shown in top-down perspective from the front when the 
baby blanket 10 is laying flat with pouch portion 11 
collapsed, and with the left and right arm extension 
portions 13 and 14 spread out and extending to the left and 
right , respectively. 

[0023] Pouch portion 11 has an opening 30 defined in part 
by a front rim 15 of the pouch portion 11. A fabric 
drawstring 16 is provided in a channel in front rim 15 so 
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that opening 30 can be constricted by pulling the 
drawstring 16 with respect to the remainder of pouch 
portion 11. In this example where pouch portion 11 is seen 
laying flat, pouch portion 11 has a left side 17 and a 
right side 18. A bottom side 19 of the pouch portion 
extends from the left side 17 to the right side 18. The 
bottom side 19 has a substantially semicircular shape as is 
evident from Figure 3. 

[0024] Back portion 12 extends upward from pouch portion 
11. Back portion 12 has a left side 20 that extends upward 
from the left side 17 of pouch portion 11. Back portion 12 
also has a right side 21 that extends upward from right 
side 18. of pouch portion 11. In the illustrated example, 
the fabric of back portion 12 is extended upward and ends 
in a horizontal edge. The horizontal edge extends from an 
upper left corner to an upper right corner. A hood portion 
22 is made by folding the upper left corner down and 
inward, folding the upper right corner down and inward, and 
then stitching the left half of the folded down upper edge 
to the right half of the folded down upper edge. Once 
stitched together, the hood portion 22 is turned inside put 
to hide the stitched together fabric edges so that the 
resulting hood portion 22 appears as illustrated in Figure 
3. Dashed line 23 represents the stitching. 
[0025] In one embodiment, the pouch portion, back portion 
and hood portion are made from two panels of fabric. A 
first panel forms the back fabric layer of the pouch 
portion, the back portion and the hood portion. A second 
panel forms the front fabric layer of the pouch portion. 
The second panel is placed on the first panel, and the two 
panels are cut so that the bottom of the pouch portion has 
the semicircular shape illustrated in Figure 3. The cut 
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edges of the two panels are stitched together to form a 
pouch, and the pouch is turned inside out to hide the cut 
edges of fabric on the inside of the pouch. The hood 
portion 22 is made as set forth above by folding down upper 
corners of the first panel and stitching the left and right 
halves of the upper fabric edge as set forth above. 
[0026] In addition to pouch portion 11, back portion 12 and 
hood portion 22, the baby blanket 10 includes the left arm 
extension portion 13 and the right arm extension portion 
14. Left arm extension portion 13 has a substantially 
triangular shape and has three sides: a first side 24, a 
second side 25, and a third side 26. Third side 26 is at 
least eight inches long. The left arm extension portion 13 
tapers and gets narrower as it extends to the left. First 
side 24 extends to the left from a location A on left side 
17 of pouch portion 11. Location A is located at least two 
inches below the front rim 15 of pouch portion 11. Second 
side 25 extends to the left from a location B on left side 
26 of back portion 12. 

[0027] Similarly, right arm extension portion 14 has a 
substantially triangular shape and has three sides: a first 
side 27, a second side 28, and a third side 29. Third side 
29 is at least eight inches long. . The right arm extension 
portion 14 tapers and gets narrower as it extends to the 
right. First side 27 extends to the right from a location 
C on right side 18 of pouch portion 11. Location C is 
located at least two inches below the front rim 15 of pouch 
portion 11. Second side 28 extends to the right from a 
location D on right side 29 of back portion 12. 
[0028] Figure 4- is a back view of baby blanket 10 of 
Figure 3 when the baby blanket is laying flat. A small 
pocket 40 is stitched onto back portion 12. In this 
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embodiment, the pocket is not greater than five inches 
across and is adapted to snuggly hold a small item such as 
a pacifier, a set of house keys, or a transit pass or card 
access pass. 

[0029] The pouch portion 11 of baby blanket 10 has a depth 
in the vertical dimension from rim 15 to the bottom of the 
pouch. This depth is adjustable. At its deepest, pouch 
portion 11 appears as illustrated in Figure 3 and the depth 
extends from rim 15 to the bottom of bottom side 19. 
[0030] Figure 5 illustrates a mechanism for adjusting the 
depth of the pouch. The mechanism includes a first portion 
31 and a second portion 32. Figure 5 is view looking into 
the inside of the pouch. The first portion 31 is a ribbon 
that is stitched into the hem at the bottom of bottom side 
19. Second portion 32 is a' loop stitched to the rim 15. 
[0031] Figure 6 illustrates how the mechanism can be used 
to make the pouch less deep. The first portion 31 .is tied 
up to the second portion 32 so that the bottom of the pouch 
portion is suspended from the rim 15. In the case of the 
first portion being a ribbon and the second portion being a 
loop, the ribbon of the first portion can be tied to form a 
loop such that the loop extends through the loop of the 
second portion. The amount of ribbon in the loop of the 
first portion determines the distance that the bottom of 
the pouch portion is held suspended from rim 15. To have a 
deeper pouch, the loop of the first portion is tied to be 
bigger. To have a shallower pouch, the loop of the first 
portion is tied to be smaller. Figure 6 shows the loop of 
the first portion to be small such that the pouch is of 
minimal depth. 

[0032] In one advantageous aspect, the first sides (the 
bottom sides) of the left and right arm extension portions 
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extend from the pouch portion starting at locations below 
the rim of the opening in the pouch portion. As seen in 
Figure 3, the first side 24 of left arm extension portion 
13 extends to the left from pouch portion 11 starting at 
location A. Location A is located approximately three 
inches below the level of rim 15. Similarly, the first 
side 27 of right arm extension portion 14 extends to "the 
right from pouch portion 11 starting at location C. 
Location C is located approximately three inches below the 
level of rim 15. Because locations A and C are located 
below the level of rim 15, the left and right arm extension 
portions 13 and 14 cover or help cover any portions of the 
baby's body (for example, the. baby's arms) that might hang 
down below the level of rim 15 when the bottom portion of 
the baby is disposed in pouch portion 11. Because 
locations A and C are located below the level or rim 15, 
the left and right arm extensions cover or help cover any 
portions of the baby's body (for example, the baby's 
thighs) that might be exposed above the level of the rim 15 
when the bottom portion of the baby is disposed in pouch 
portion 11. 

[0033] The use of baby blanket 10 is now described in 
connection with Figures 7-10. Figure 7 illustrates a 
front-worn baby carrier in dashed lines. The body of the 
wearer (for example, parent) of the baby carrier is not 
shown so that the looping of the straps of the baby carrier 
and the arm extension portions of the baby blanket can be 
seen. The body of a baby being carried in the baby carrier 
is also not shown to clarify the illustration. 
[0034] Strap 33 is the left shoulder strap of the baby 
carrier. This strap 33 extends up and over the left 
shoulder (not shown) of the wearer. Strap 34 is the right 
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should strap of the baby ■ carrier . Strap 34 extends up and 
over the right shoulder (not shown) of the wearer. Strap 
33 crosses strap 34 behind the back of the wearer at 
location 35. Strap 33 then extends to the right around the 
right midriff (not shown) of the wearer and hooks into or 
otherwise attaches to a child-carrying pouch 36 of the baby 
carrier. Similarly, strap 34 extends to the left around 
the left midriff (not shown) of the wearer and hooks into 
or otherwise attaches to the child-carrying pouch 36. 
[0035] First, the wearer adjusts the depth of the baby 
blanket' pouch to accommodate the size of the baby. This 
may, for example, be accomplished as explained in 
connection with Figures 5 and 6. The baby is disposed in 
the child-carrying pouch 36 such that the legs of the baby 
hang down from leg openings in the child-carrying pouch. 
[0036] Next, the baby blanket pouch is slipped up around 
the legs of the baby such that the legs of the baby extend 
into the pouch portion 11 through the opening 30. The 
height of the pouch portion 11 of the blanket with respect 
to the child-carrying pouch 36 of the baby carrier can be 
varied somewhat. In one example, the rim 15 of pouch 
portion 11 cuts across the waist of the baby within the 
child-carrying pouch. The rim 15 is between the naval of 
the wearer and the child-carrying pouch of the baby 
carrier. 

[0037] Next, the wearer pulls on the drawstring 16 to 
constrict the opening 30 around the baby and baby carrier. 
[0038] Next, the wearer wraps one of the arm extension 
portions around the baby and baby carrier such that the arm 
extension portion extends between the body of the wearer 
and the baby carrier. In the example of Figure 7, the left 
arm extension portion 13 is extended to the right between 
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the body of the wearer and the baby carrier such that the 
end of the left arm extension portion 13 extends out to the 
right of the body of the wearer. 

[0039] Next, the wearer wraps the other of the arm 
extension portions around the baby and baby carrier such 
that the arm extension portion extends between the body of 
the wearer and the baby carrier. In the example of Figure 
7 , the right arm extension portion 14 is extended to the 
left between the body of the wearer and the baby carrier 
such that the end of the right arm extension portion 14 
extends out to the left of the body of the wearer. 
[0040] Next, the wearer detachably couples the end of the 
left arm extension portion to the end of the right arm 
extension portion together at a location on the opposite 
side of the baby carrier with respect to the wearer. In 
the example of Figure 7, the left and right arm extension 
portions 13 and 14 are later detachably coupled together by 
tying the left and right arm extension portions together. 
[0041] Figure 8 is a perspective view of baby blanket 10 in 
use. The left arm extension portion 13 _is tied to the 
right arm extension portion 14- in a knot 37. The hood 
portion 22 is shown covering the head (not shown) of the 
baby. Note that the left arm extension portion 13 passes 
between the right shoulder strap 34 and the left shoulder 
strap 33 (not shown) of the baby carrier and the wearer 38 
(in this case, the mother) . . 

[0042] Figure 9 is a perspective view of the wearer 38 and 

r 

baby of Figure 8, except that hood portion 22 is folded 
back in Figure 9 to expose the head of the baby 39. 
[0043] Figure 10 is a perspective view of baby 39 and 
wearer 38 from the front. In this illustration, baby 39 is 
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in the outward-facing position, whereas in the illustration 
of Figure 9 baby 39 is the inward-facing position. 
[0044] Although the present invention is described in 
connection with certain specific embodiments for 
instructional purposes, the present invention is not 
limited thereto. The baby blanket need not be made of 
fleece, but rather can be made of another suitable 
material, such as cashmere, cotton, or wool. In one 
embodiment, the baby blanket also includes a removable 
weatherproof layer. In one embodiment, the baby blanket is 
constructed entirely in weatherproof fabric. In one 
embodiment, the baby blanket is constructed in weatherproof 
fabric with a fleece or another suitable comfortable fabric 
lining. In one embodiment, the baby blanket is constructed 
with a hood that is made from a separate piece of fabric 
from back portion 12 and is fastened to back portion 12 in 
such a way that the hood can be used with the baby facing 
in or out in the front-worn carrier. In one embodiment, 
the baby blanket is constructed with a removable hood. The 
hood can be separately purchased in various protective and 
comfortable fabrics. The hood can be constructed in such a 
way that it is reversible. In one embodiment, the baby 
blanket is constructed with a removable hood that can be 
attached to the baby blanket in such a way that the hood 
can be used with the baby facing in or out in the front- 
worn carrier. The hood can be constructed in such a way 
that it provides visor-like protection when the baby is 
facing out in the front-worn carrier. Although a 
drawstring is set forth above as an example of the first 
mechanism usable to constrict the opening in the pouch 
portion, other examples are possible. The first mechanism 
may, for example, be an adjustable-length elastic or non-' 
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elastic cord with a plastic or metal cord stopper- The 
first mechanism may be a ribbon or an elastic band with 
buttonholes that attaches to a button on rim 15 at preset 
lengths. The first mechanism may be a fabric drawstring 
that has a plastic or metal cord stopper. The first 
mechanism may be a Velcro strap that utilizes a metal or 
plastic loop attached to rim 15 to adjustably constrict the 
opening in the pouch portion. The first mechanism may be 
one or two Velcro straps which extend from the back portion 
12 to rim 15 or which extend from rim 15 to back portion 
12. The first mechanism may be snaps which are attached to 
rim 15 and are used to constrict the opening in the pouch 
portion at preset sizes. Although a ribbon and associated 
loop are set forth above as an example of the second 
mechanism usable to adjust the depth of the pouch, other 
examples are possible. The second mechanism may, for 
example, be a ribbon or Velcro attached to the bottom of 
the pouch utilizing a metal or plastic loop attached to the 
inside or rim 15 to adjust the depth of the pouch. The 
second mechanism may be a ribbon or Velcro attached to the 
inside of rim 15 utilizing a metal or plastic loop attached 
to the bottom of the pouch to adjust the depth of the 
pouch. The second mechanism may be a toggle clasp or two . 
other interlocking clips attached to the inside of rim 15 
and the bottom of the pouch, which shorten the depth of the 
pouch to a preset depth. The second mechanism may be a 
ribbon or elastic band with buttonholes attached to the 
bottom of the pouch that attaches to a button on the inside 
or rim 15 at preset lengths. The second mechanism may be a 
set of snaps attached to the. bottom of the pouch and the 
inside or rim 15 that shorten the depth of the pouch to a 
preset depth. Although tapered left and right arm 
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extension portions are illustrated in the description 
above, left and right arm extensions need not be tapered. 
The left and right arm extensions are, in other 
embodiments, substantially rectangularly shaped and do not 
taper. Although the left and right arm extensions are 
detachable coupled by tying in the description above, other 
ways of detachably coupling are possible. In another 
embodiment, the detachable coupling of the left and right 
arm extension portions is accomplished by Velcro which 
affixes the arm extensions to the back portion 12. 
Although the baby blanket is set forth as being used to 
cover a baby in a front-worn baby carrier, the baby blanket 
may also be used to cover a baby in other devices used to 
transport babies. For example, in one embodiment, the baby 
blanket can be used in a stroller or a carseat by providing 
a reinforced slit no wider than five inches in back portion 
12. This opening accommodates the passing through of a 
buckle as found in a five-point harness on a carseat or 
stroller. The buckle comes between the baby's legs and up 
through the baby blanket, then clips to the second portion 
of the restraining harness device. Accordingly, various 
modifications, adaptations, .and combinations of various 
features of the described embodiments can be practiced 
without departing from the scope of the invention as set 
forth in the claims. 



15 



